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Innovative Pedagogies for Inclusive and Engaging Classrooms: Aligning Teaching Practices
with NEP 2020
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Abstract

Inclusive education has become a central goal of contemporary educational systems, emphasizing the
need to address learner diversity while ensuring meaningful engagement for all students. Traditional
teacher-centered approaches often fail to accommodate varied learning styles, abilities, cultural
backgrounds, and socio-emotional needs present in modern classrooms. In this context, innovative
pedagogies play a critical role in transforming teaching—learning processes into more inclusive,
learner-centered, and engaging experiences. Innovative pedagogical approaches integrate active
learning strategies, technology-enhanced instruction, collaborative practices, and flexible assessment
methods to promote equity and participation. This paper explores the concept of innovative pedagogies
and examines their relevance in creating inclusive and engaging classrooms. It discusses key
approaches such as differentiated instruction, universal design for learning, experiential learning,
collaborative learning, inquiry-based learning, and technology-integrated pedagogy. The paper also
highlights the role of teachers in designing inclusive learning environments that respect individual
differences and encourage active student involvement. It addresses challenges in implementing
innovative pedagogies and suggests strategies to overcome these barriers. By adopting innovative
pedagogical practices, educators can foster a supportive classroom climate, enhance student
motivation, and improve learning outcomes for diverse learners. The paper concludes that innovative
pedagogies are essential for achieving inclusive education and preparing learners with critical
thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills required for the 21st century.
Keywords: Innovative pedagogies, inclusive education, student engagement, learner-centered
teaching, differentiated instruction, classroom diversity

Education in the 21st century, particularly in Classrooms today are increasingly diverse,
the Indian context, is characterized by rapid comprising learners with wvaried abilities,
social, technological, and cultural changes. learning styles, socio-economic backgrounds,
With the implementation of the National languages, and cultural identities. This
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 by the Ministry diversity demands teaching approaches that go
of Education, Government of India, there has beyond traditional lecture-based methods.
been a strong emphasis on equity, inclusion, Innovative pedagogies have emerged as
flexibility, multidisciplinary learning, and powerful tools to address these challenges by
competency-based education. Indian promoting inclusion and engagement in
classrooms today reflect vast diversity in terms classrooms. Innovative pedagogy refers to
of language, socio-economic background, creative, learner-centered teaching strategies
rural-urban  differences, caste, gender, that actively involve students in the learning
disability, and digital access. process while accommodating their diverse
Therefore, innovative pedagogies are not needs.

merely desirable but essential for realizing the Inclusive and engaging classrooms aim to
vision of NEP 2020, which aims to transform provide equal learning opportunities for all
India into a global knowledge society. students, including those with disabilities,
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learning  difficulties, and marginalized
backgrounds. Engagement, on the other hand,
refers to students’ active participation, interest,
and emotional involvement in learning
activities. Innovative pedagogies integrate
inclusion and engagement by emphasizing
flexibility, collaboration, and meaningful
learning experiences.

Concept of Innovative Pedagogies
Innovative pedagogies are teaching approaches
that challenge conventional methods and
introduce new ways of facilitating learning.
These pedagogies focus on student-centered
learning,  critical  thinking,
collaboration, and real-world problem solving.

creativity,

Innovation in pedagogy does not necessarily
mean the use of technology alone; rather, it
involves rethinking instructional design,
assessment practices, and teacher student
interactions.

Innovative pedagogies emphasize active
learning, where students construct knowledge
through exploration, discussion, and reflection.
The teacher’s role shifts from a knowledge
transmitter to a facilitator and guide. Such
pedagogies recognize that learners differ in
how they learn and seek to provide multiple
pathways for understanding and expression.
Inclusive Education and the Need for
Innovation in the Indian Context

Inclusive education in India is rooted in
constitutional values of equality, justice, and
dignity. Policies such as the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009)
and NEP 2020 emphasize equitable access to
quality education for all learners, including
children with disabilities, socio-economically
disadvantaged groups (SEDGs), tribal
communities, linguistic minorities, and girls.
NEP 2020 explicitly promotes inclusion
through Gender Inclusion Funds, Special
Education Zones, and flexible curricular
structures.
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However, Indian classrooms often face
challenges such as large class sizes, limited
infrastructure, multilingual settings, and varied
first-generation learners. Traditional lecture-
based methods are insufficient to meet these
diverse needs. Innovative pedagogies support
inclusive education in India by offering flexible
instructional strategies that cater to individual
differences while aligning with competency-
based and experiential learning models
advocated by NEP 2020.

Innovative approaches encourage personalized
learning, peer tutoring, community-based
projects, and contextualized teaching that
connects classroom learning with local culture
and livelihoods. By adopting such approaches,
teachers can create learning environments that
are responsive, culturally relevant, and
accessible to all learners.

e Differentiated Instruction in Indian
Classrooms: Differentiated instruction
is particularly relevant in India, where
students in a single classroom may vary
widely in academic readiness and
language proficiency. NEP 2020

competency-based
assessment and flexible curricular

encourages

pathways, which align closely with
differentiation. Teachers can modify
content by using bilingual resources,
adapt processes through flexible
grouping, and allow varied products
such as oral presentations, posters, or
digital submissions.
In rural and government schools,
differentiation may include the use of
locally available materials, peer-
assisted learning, and bridge courses for
foundational literacy and numeracy, as
emphasized under the NIPUN Bharat
Mission. Such practices ensure that no
learner is left behind.

1. Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
and Accessibility: Universal Design
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for Learning  supports India’s
commitment to inclusive education,
especially for children with disabilities
as mandated by the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act (2016). Applying
UDL principles in Indian classrooms
means providing multiple means of
representation (visual charts,
storytelling, digital media), multiple
means of engagement (discussion,
projects, experiential tasks), and
multiple means of expression (written,
oral, artistic, or technological formats).
In multilingual classrooms, UDL also
promotes the use of the mother tongue
or home language as a medium of
instruction in the foundational years, in
line with NEP 2020 recommendations.
This enhances comprehension,
engagement, and cultural identity
among learners.

Experiential and Activity-Based
Learning under NEP 2020; NEP 2020
strongly experiential
learning, art-integrated learning, sports-
integrated learning, and vocational
from early  grades.
Experiential learning in the Indian
context may community
surveys,  environmental  projects,
heritage walks, school gardens, and
skill-based workshops. Such practices
connect theoretical knowledge with
local realities and promote holistic
development.

Activity-based learning has already
shown success in several Indian states
through initiatives that promote joyful
learning and reduced rote
memorization. By engaging students in
meaningful tasks, teachers foster
curiosity, collaboration, and critical
thinking—key competencies
highlighted in NEP 2020.

advocates

exposure

include
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Cooperative
Learning in Diverse Settings: India’s
pluralistic ~ society provides rich
opportunities for collaborative learning.
Cooperative  strategies  encourage
students  from  different  social,
linguistic, and economic backgrounds
to work together, thereby promoting
social harmony and mutual respect.
Structured group work can reduce
classroom  hierarchies and build
empathy.

In inclusive settings, collaborative
learning helps students with special
needs or learning gaps participate
actively through peer support. It aligns
with NEP 2020’s vision of developing
constitutional ethics, and
teamwork among learners.
Inquiry-Based and Problem-Based
Learning in the Indian Context:
Inquiry-based learning encourages
students to investigate real-life issues
such as water conservation, sanitation,
health awareness, and local governance.
Problem-based learning can be linked
to Sustainable Development Goals and
community development initiatives.
These approaches promote critical
thinking and civic responsibility.
Indian education is gradually shifting
from rote memorization to conceptual
understanding and application-based
assessment. Inquiry and problem-based
pedagogies support this shift by
enabling  learners  to
knowledge actively rather than
passively receiving information.
Technology-Integrated Pedagogy
and Digital India: Digital initiatives
such as DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and PM
e-VIDYA have expanded access to
online learning resources across India.
Technology-integrated pedagogy

values,

construct
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supports blended learning, flipped
classrooms, and digital assessments.
Assistive technologies
participation  of
disabilities. However, digital divide
remains a challenge in many rural and
remote areas. Therefore, technology
integration must be balanced with low-
cost and offline strategies to ensure
equity. Teachers should use technology
as a tool for inclusion rather than as a
replacement for meaningful interaction.
Technology has become an integral part
of innovative pedagogies. Digital tools
and resources enhance accessibility,

enhance
learners with

personalization, and engagement in
learning.
support students with disabilities, while
online platforms enable flexible
learning opportunities. Technology-
integrated pedagogy includes the use of
multimedia

Assistive  technologies

resources, virtual
classrooms, educational apps, and
interactive simulations. When used
thoughtfully, technology can bridge
learning gaps, encourage collaboration,
and support inclusive practices.
However, teachers must ensure
equitable access and avoid overreliance
on technology.

Role of the Teacher under NEP 2020

NEP 2020 recognizes teachers as the backbone

of the education system and emphasizes

continuous professional

Teachers must adopt reflective practices,

inclusive

development.

innovative
methodologies. Capacity building through
training programs, workshops, and professional
learning communities is  essential  for
implementing
effectively.

Teachers in India also play a crucial role in

attitudes, and

innovative pedagogies

engaging parents and communities, especially
in rural areas. Community participation

GHG Journal of Sixth Thought Vol. 13, No. 1 March 2026

ISSN- 2348-9936

strengthens inclusive practices and contextual
relevance.

Challenges and way Forward in India
Despite progressive policies, challenges such
as overcrowded classrooms, examination-
oriented systems, limited resources, and
resistance to change persist. To overcome these
barriers, schools need infrastructural support,
reduced teacher workload, flexible curriculum
frameworks, and assessment reforms aligned
with competency-based learning.

Policy support, leadership commitment, and
teacher empowerment are critical for
translating the vision of NEP 2020 into
classroom practice. Gradual implementation,
peer collaboration, and sharing of best practices
can facilitate sustainable innovation.

By aligning innovative pedagogies with the
goals of NEP 2020, Indian education can move
toward a more inclusive, equitable, and
engaging system that prepares learners for
national development and global citizenship.
Role of the Teacher in Innovative
Pedagogies

Teachers play a central role in implementing
innovative pedagogies effectively. They must
adopt flexible mind-sets, continuously update
their skills, and reflect on their teaching
practices. Teachers need to understand learner
diversity and design inclusive learning
experiences accordingly.
development and collaborative learning among
teachers are essential for fostering innovation
in pedagogy. Supportive school leadership and
a positive institutional culture also contribute to
successful implementation.

Professional

Challenges in Implementing Innovative
Pedagogies

Despite their benefits, innovative pedagogies
face several challenges, including lack of
resources, large class sizes, limited teacher
training, and rigid curricula. Resistance to
change and assessment systems focused on rote
learning can also hinder innovation.
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To overcome these challenges, policymakers
and educational institutions must provide
adequate support, training, and flexibility.
start with small changes,
experiment with new strategies, and collaborate
with peers to enhance their practice.
Conclusion

Innovative pedagogies are central to achieving
the transformative vision of India’s National
Education Policy 2020. In the Indian context,
inclusion is not only an educational goal but
also a social and constitutional commitment.
Learner-centered strategies
differentiated instruction, Universal Design for
Learning, experiential learning, collaborative
learning, inquiry-based approaches, and
technology integration directly support NEP
2020’s emphasis on equity, flexibility, holistic

Teachers can

such as

development, and competency-based
education.
When  effectively  implemented, these

pedagogies can address classroom diversity,
reduce learning gaps, and enhance student
engagement across rural and urban settings.

Although  systemic challenges remain,
sustained teacher training, policy support, and
community  involvement can  enable

meaningful change. Innovative pedagogies
thus serve as powerful instruments for building
inclusive and engaging classrooms that reflect
India’s diversity while preparing learners for
the demands of the 21st century.
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