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Hearing impairment is the inability of an individual to hear sounds adequately. 

This may be due to improper development, damage or disease to any part of the 

hearing mechanism. Hearing is a prerequisite for the development of normal 

speech & language. A child learns to speak by hearing the speech of others in 

the family and surroundings. 

Hearing loss and deafness 

Hearing loss is defined as diminished acuity to sounds which would otherwise 

be heard normally. The terms hearing impaired or hard of hearing are usually 

reserved for people who have relative inability to hear sound in the speech 

frequencies 

A person who is not able to hear as well as someone with normal hearing – 

hearing thresholds of 25 dB or better in both ears – is said to have hearing 

loss. Hearing loss may be mild, moderate, severe, or profound. It can affect one 

ear or both ears, and leads to difficulty in hearing conversational speech or 

loud sounds. 

'Hard of hearing' refers to people with hearing loss ranging from mild to severe. 

People who are hard of hearing usually communicate through spoken language 

and can benefit from hearing aids, cochlear implants, and other assistive 

devices as well as captioning. People with more significant hearing losses may 

benefit from cochlear implants. 

'Deaf' people mostly have profound hearing loss, which implies very little or no 

hearing. They often use sign language for communication. 

 

Some of the common characteristics of hearing impaired commonly found in 

classrooms include the following: 

 Difficulty following verbal directions 
 Difficulty with oral expression 

 Some difficulties with social/emotional or interpersonal skills 
 Will often have a degree of language delay 
 Often follows and rarely leads 



 Will usually exhibit some form of articulation difficulty 
 Can become easily frustrated if their needs are not met — which may 

lead to some behavioral difficulties 

 Sometimes the use of hearing aids leads to embarrassment and fear of 
rejection from peers 

IDENTIFICATION OF CHILDREN WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS 

Observation:- Systematic observation of behavior by parents, peer group, 

neighbored, teacher and administrator can point out the problem of hearing 

impaired children. 

Case Study:- Case study is a research methodology, typically seen in social 

and life sciences. There is no one definition of case study research.1 However, 

very simply… ‘a case study can be defined as an intensive study about a 

person, a group of people or a unit, which is aimed to generalize over several 

units’. A case study has also been described as an intensive, systematic 

investigation of a single individual, group, community or some other unit in 

which the researcher examines in-depth data relating to several variables. Case 

study helps in finding the actual level of hearing loss to such children. 

Medical Examination:-actual level of degree of hearing can only be understood after 

proper medical examination. Examiner takes b rief history of such children also. 

Development Status:- Early childhood development is multidimensional, 

encompassing several aspects of a child’s well-being: physical, social, emotional 

and mental. Healthy development generally takes place in a series of 

predictable and common stages: As they grow older and their brain matures, 

children learn increasingly complex skills and become progressively more 

independent. However, children can develop at different paces and may reach 

developmental milestones at different times. What is considered normal child 

development also varies across cultures and environments, since expectations 

and parenting strategies may differ not only among countries but also among 

cultural, ethnic or religious groups within the same country. 

Neuropsychological Testing:- Neuropsychological tests are specifically 

designed tasks that are used to measure a psychological function known to be 

linked to a particular brain structure or pathway. Tests are used for research 

into brain function and in a clinical setting for the diagnosis of deficits. 

 

Behavioural Characteristics to Identify Children with Hearing 

Impairement 

 Possible Sign of a Hearing Impairment 

 Turning head to position ear in the direction of the speaker 

 Favoring one ear over another 

https://ebn.bmj.com/content/21/1/7#ref-1


 Using a loud voice when speaking 

 Mispronouncing words (such as misarticulation of certain speech sounds or 

omitting certain consonant sounds) 

 Asking for information to be repeated frequently 

 Not responding when addressed 

 Difficulty with following directions or instructions 

 Seeming distracted and/or confused 

 Appearing to be inattentive, restless, tired or daydreaming 

 Distracted easily by visual or auditory stimuli 

 Lack of, or delayed development of speech and language 

 Intently watching faces during conversation 

 Giving incorrect answers to questions 

 Not startled by loud noises 

 Preferring to be by themselves (i.e., playing alone rather than with a group, or 

withdrawing from social situations) 

 Problems hearing environmental sounds (i.e., doorbell, telephone ringing, 

people calling and/or talking to the student from behind) 

 Sitting close to the sound source (i.e.,TV, radio, and/or turning up the volume 
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