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Establishment of Electoral Literacy Club in the College

The college had received a letter from the office of Chief Electoral Officer Punjab regarding

the establishment of electoral literacy clubs in educational institutions on March 12, 2020.

The election commission of India had initiated a National program in 2010 titled systematic
voters education and electoral participation (SVEEP) with an aim to focus on voter awareness
and information and motivation of voters for enhancing electoral participation. Carrying
forward (SVEEP) the initiative in the year 2018, the ECI started the “Continuous electoral
literacy and democracy education program” with the aim of main streaming of electoral
literacy among the young and future voters through and extra- curricular interventions at the
school college and university level. ECI has decided to establish electoral literacy clubs in
educational institutions for strengthening the culture of electoral participation among young
and future voters. The idea behind establishing such clubs is that they shall be the seat of
learning through hands-on experience and envisaged to serve as a vibrant hub of electoral
literacy in educational institutions in the country. Electoral Literacy Clubs are being set up in
the country to promote electoral literacy in all age groups of the Indian citizens through
engaging and interesting activities and hands-on experience but in an apolitical, neutral and
non-partisan manner. Electoral Literacy Clubs are especially being set up in colleges all
across India targeting the new voters. The club will have all the students from all semesters as

its members.

The social vision club of the college was already discharging similar social responsibilities of
creating awareness among the pupil teachers regarding duties of responsible citizens. Keeping
in view the directions from the electoral office the college made necessary amendments and
Electoral Literacy Club was constituted as a special wing of social vision club on April 2,
2020 with the following objectives:

The social vision club of the college was already discharging similar social responsibilities of
creating awareness among the pupil teachers regarding duties of responsible citizens. Keeping
in view the directions from the electoral office the college made necessary amendments and
Electoral Literacy Club was constituted as a special wing of social vision club on April 2,
2020.




Objectives:

e To educate the targeted populations about voter registration, electoral process
and related matters through hands on experience;

e To facilitate EVM and VVPAT familiarization and education about the
robustness of EVM as well as the integrity of the electoral process using
EVMs;

e To help the target audience understand the value of their vote and exercise their
right to franchise in a confident, comfortable and ethical manner;

e To harness the potential of ELC members for carrying the electoral literacy in
communities;

e To facilitate voter registration for its eligible members who are not yet
registered;

e To develop a culture of electoral participation and maximize the informed and
ethical voting and follow the principle 'Every vote counts' and 'No Voter to be
Left Behind'.

Electoral Literacy Club, also promotes democratic values and vigilance among students
through various engaging activities, programs and hand-on experiences. It helps students by
providing an environment where they can learn, grow, and develop altogether through the
umbrella of activities like interactive sessions, seminars, and panel discussions by inviting
distinguished dignitaries, motivators, mentors, scholars, bureaucrats, etc. It makes the youth
democratically attentive and prepares them for their future by conducting various open and

inhouse activities and events that benefit the students as well as the country at the large.

Composition: The Electoral Literacy Club of the college is a representative body of the
college, its members include faculty, students, non-teaching staff, and is consciously diverse
and inclusive.Dr. Pargat Singh Garcha is the Patron of the club, Dr. Jasleen Kaur, Dr. Jasvir
Kaur, Dr. Jasbir Kaur and Dr. Manpreet Kaur are faculty coordinators. The class
representatives of B.Ed and M.Ed are the student coordinators and the membership is open to
all.




NOTICE

The college has received a letter from the office of Chief Electoral Officer Punjab regarding the

establishment of electoral literacy clubs in educational institutions on March 12, 2020.

Keeping in view the directions from the electoral office the college is making necessary
amendments and Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) is being constituted as a special wing of social
vision club w.e.f from April 2, 2020.

The teacher incharges of social vision club will be coordinators of this club, all class

representatives will be student coordinators

All concerned to note and take necessary action.

April 2, 2020

F BTCAION,
Gumusar Susive (Lrhiena)




Activities Conducted

The Wall of Democracy

The idea behind making a wall of democracy was to create and share electoral literacy
information in an interesting, creative and engaging manner and encourage participation from
all students. For this purpose, the wall in a prominent part of the college was used. This wall
is called the 'Wall of Democracy'. The wall displays various contents related to electoral

literacy.

Following are a list of themes for the wall magazine which are put up on rotation
1. Democracy: The Government of the People, by the People, for the People
2. My Vote is My Right/The Value of a Vote

. Inclusive Elections: Every Vote Counts the Same

w

4. Ethical and Informed Voting

5. Model Code of Conduct

6. Secrecy of Vote

7. Integrity of Electoral Process through use of EVM and VVPAT

8. Knowing Your Candidate

9. National Voters' Day

10. Election Manifestoes

11. Exit and Opinion Polls

12. Social Media and Political Campaigning

Electoral Literacy Awareness (August 5, 2021)

In the wake of the near approaching General Elections the ELC took an initiative to acquaint
the students with use of EVM and demonstrated its use. Election manifestos of various
political parties were also shared and Powerpoint presentations were shared in student
whatsapp groups regarding EVM and voting process. Dr. Jasleen Engaged the students in
Mock Poll.




75" Independence Day (August 15, 2021)

Students and faculty of G.H.G. Khalsa College of Education, GurusarSadhar celebrated
75" Independence Day with full fervor. A series of activities like Online Quiz, Essay Writing,
Slogan Writing,and Poster Making competitions were organized by the Punjabi SahityaSabha,
Blue Bells English Literary Society, Social Vision Club and Fine Arts Department of the
college. In the category of Essay Writing (Punjabi) Khushboo of Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Basti
Jodhewal Ludhiana secured the first position, while Komalpreet Kaur of Govt. Girls Sr. Sec.
School, Hargobindpur, Ludhiana bagged second position. The third position was shared by
Kanwardeep Singh of G.H.G. Khalsa College of Education, Gurusar Sadhar and Rajinder Kaur
of Vidya Rattan College for Women, KhokharKalan, Sangrur. In the second Category of Essay
Writing (English) Pawandeep Kaur of Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana secured the
first position. Second position for this category was bagged by Inderpreet Kaur while the third
position was secured by Himanshu Gharu of D.A.V. College of Education, Hoshiarpur and
Anusuia of D.A.V. College of Education, Abohar. In poster making competition Loveleen
Pathak of G.C.G. College and Sonam of Public Collegiate Sr. Sec. School, Samana won the
first position while Rishika Sharma of D.D. Jain College of Education, Ludhiana and Poonam
Kumariof G.T.B Khalsa College of Education were adjudged second. Third position for the
poster making competition was bagged jointly by Anita Kumari of Guru Nanak College of
Education, Dhalewal and Shaini George of G.C.G. College. In the Slogan writing competition
RajneetKaur and Monika Kundal of B.C.M College of Education, Ludhiana secured the first
position while Ruchika Singh of D.D. Jain College of Education, Ludhiana and Kanwalpreet
Kaur of Rayat College of Education bagged the second position. Shemsher Singhof Layalpur
Khalsa College, Jalandhar and ReenaRani bagged the third position in the poster making
competition. In the quiz competition a total of 693 students of various colleges and schools of
Punjab took part. Dr.Pargat Singh Garcha while congratulating the students on the 75"
Independence Day said that at G.H.G. Khalsa College of Education we are dedicated to a
student-centred approach that promotes academic excellence through enriched and inter-
disciplinary curriculum. Dr.Garcha further added that the college made use of various online
platforms like Learning Management System, Zoom, Google Classroom and Whatsapp etc. for
providing academic instructions and evaluating students due to the Covid-19 situation. Dr. S.S
Thind, Secretary College Governing Council congratulated the winners as well as the
participants of the competitions. He also lauded the efforts of faculty for successfully

organizing the competitions.
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Debate on Democracy and Right to Vote (October 6th, 2021)

G.H.G. Khalsa College of Education, Gurusar Sadhar (B.Ed College, Sudhar) a debate
on the assigned topic-Democracy and right to vote was organized in the college campus
on October 6, 2021 as per the orders received from Sweep Nodal Officer-069, Raikot-
cum-Bal Vikas Project, Block Sudhar. Nearly 50, B.Ed and M.Ed students participated
in this event. The students were briefed about the topic a day before the event and they
were divided into two groups ‘for’ and ‘against’. Dr. Jasleen Kaur, incharge of literary
activities in the college orchestrated the event which was judged by Dr. Jasleen
Kaur, Dr.Mini Sharma and Dr.Jagjit Singh. The students discussed the topic in their
groups and then presented their views on this burning issue.

The ‘for’ group advocated the usefulness of right to vote in a democracy and its benefits
in selecting a representative government and emphasized on Abraham Lincoln’s
definition of The ‘for’ group advocated the usefulness of right to vote in a democracy
and its benefits in selecting a representative government and emphasized on Abraham
Lincoln’s definition democracy as a Government by the people, of the people and for the
people. The ‘against’ group talked about the misuse of right to vote by the political
leaders in the form of buying votes and they stressed upon the new version of definition
of democracy as a government buy the people, off the people and far the people. The




debate was an eye opener as the brainstorming session which accompanied along
opened up new avenues of thought and made the youth aware of the value of this
fundamental right of right to vote. The students pledged at the end of the event that
they would caste their precious votes with wisdom and rational thinking and not on the
basis of any prejudice. The debate was concluded by Prerna Shukla who was also
adjudged the best speaker followed by Sarvjeet Saurav and Harkiran Kaur. Dr. Pargat
Singh Garcha, Principal of the college, congratulated all the speakers and the winners
and encouraged the pupil teachers to be role models for the society and for the students
they teach by using their right to vote judiciously and safeguarding the future of the

nation.




Familiarization with EVM’s (15th, October, 2021)

The Non Teaching staff of the college was familiarized and trained about the EVM and how
to use it on October 15, 2021. All the Non teaching staff explained the correct operation of
EVM, Dr. Jasleen Kaur and Dr. Jasbir Kaur facilitated the training session.They were also
motivated to exercise their voting rights with an unbiased approach.

Training on Electoral process and operating EVM (16", November 2021)

As a part of activities of ELC club the college staff made special efforts to train the young
voters (pupil teachers) on the correct usage of Electronic voting machine (EVM) on
November 16, 2021. This activity was organized to encourage the students for exercising
their voting rights correctly during upcoming elections. Dr Jasbir Kaur gave a detailed
presentation on the use of EVM. Students were trained through models of EVM and were
engaged in Mock poll.




Celebrating Constitution Day (November 26, 2021)

Social Vision Club of G.H.G Khalsa College of Education, Gurusar Sadhar celebrated
Constitution Day on November 26", 2021 in the college campus. A cultural programme was
organized on the occasion. Students of B.Ed and M.EdSem I1& Il participated in the
programme with full enthusiasm. The programme started with the reading of preamble by all
the students and the faculty members. Simranjot Kaur, B.Ed student of the college gave a
speech on the topic “Importance of Celebrating National Constitution Day.”Happy Sohal of
B.Ed recited a motivational poem dedicated to the constitution day.Dr. Jasvir Kaur, incharge
Social vision Club while appraising the students about the Indian Constitution highlighted its
main features. B.Ed Semester Ill students of the college who are on their internship practice
also celebrated Constitution Day in their respective schools under the guidance of their
incharges. Dr.Pargat Singh Garcha, Principal of the college congratulated the Social Vision club
for organizing the event successfully. While interacting with the students he advised them to be

aware of the values of the constitution for the betterment of the society.
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Door to Door awareness about EVM (29th, November 2021)
The students of GHG Khalsa College of Education, Gurusar Sadhar, organised door to door
awareness program about EVM in Village Sadhar and other villages near to their residence.

They explained the secret ballot and operation of EVM to the villagers. They also motivated

them to exercise their voting right fairly.




S

Group discussion on Election Process in India- Fair or Foul, (December 5, 2021)

A group discussion was organised as a special activity of ELC on December 5, 2021. 10
students teachers of B.Ed participated in this discussion which was moderated by Dr. Guneet
Toor. Students were oriented about the topic a day before the discussion, they were told about
the key themes to be discussed upon. The discussion was a fruitful session, it opened new

avenues of thought among the students. It was concluded by Dr. Guneet Toor.




Voter Card Facilitation Drive (5th January, 2022)
To Facilitate voter registration for its eligible members who are not yet registered;
A Voter ID card drive was conducted. All the registered voters were entered in the google
form and a record was sent to the election officials. Students without the voter id card were

motivated to complete the process of registration soon to become eligible for upcoming

general elections.
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National Voters’ Day and Republic Day (25th January, 2022)

Social Vision Club of G.H.G Khalsa College of Education, Gurusar Sadhar celebrated National
Voters’ Day and73" Republic Day on 25th, January 2022 with gaiety and patriotic fervor. An
online celebration was organized for the same due to Covid- 19 restrictions. At the outset, Dr.
Jasleen Kaur, Incharge NSS wing and Social Vision Club presented a welcome speech to all the
faculty members and the students. A cultural programme was organized by the students of B.Ed
and M.Ed on this occasion which commenced with the recitation of College Shabadfollowed by
virtual flag hoisting ceremony. Rajandeep Kaur of M.Ed Semester | delivered a speech on the
topic “Significance of Celebrating Voters’ day” while Prerna Shukla, Tanvi and Himansh
recited beautiful poems on the theme “Patriotism”. SumandeepKaur andJaspal Singh shared
their views on the theme “Fundamental Rights” and “Republic Day” respectively. Simranjot
Kaur of B.Ed Semester III sang a beautiful song “Aye Vatan” and filled the atmosphere with
the feeling of patriotism.Palak of B.Ed Semester I delivered a speech on the topic “Democracy
— Boon or Bane and GurpreetKaur of B.Ed Semester I presented her views on “Constitution of
India”. Happy Sohal of B.Ed Semester III also enthralled the audience with his melodious song
dedicated to Republic day.Juhi of M.Ed Semester | highlighted the fact as to why we celebrate
26" January as the Republic day. Dr. Manu Chadha, Associate Prof. in the college told the
students about the Hand Written Constitution written by Sh. Prem Bihari Narayan Rayzada. Dr.
Pargat Singh Garcha, Principal of the college inspired the students with his motivational words
at the end of the event and encouraged them to abide by the constitution and fulfill all their
duties as responsible citizens. He also congratulated incharges of the NSS and Social Vision
Club along with the students for organizing such a wonderful event. An oath taking ceremony

was also held on the occasion. The event concluded with the rendition of the National Anthem.

Oath Taking Ceremony (25th January, 2022)

An oath taking ceremony was organised by the students of B.Ed and M.Ed on 25th, January
2022 to create sense of duty in the future teachers regarding exercising the right to vote with
responsibility.
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Staff Election Duties (February 1, 2022)

The teaching and non -teaching staff was commissioned on election duty during General
Elections of India 2022. Nearly all the staff was engaged in the process. The staff attended
the training sessions organized by Election Commission of India in various rural and urban
parts of Ludhiana District. The staff was trained in using EVM, code of conduct to be

followed in electoral booth, compiling of documents before and after the Election duty.







